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MRS. CAROLINE M. B. KANE. 

Mrs. Caroline M. B. Kane died at 4:50 o'clock, Wednesday morning, 
October 30, 1912, at the family residence, 820 South Second Street, 
Springfield, Illinois. Mrs. Caroline Maria Beers Kane, was the widow 
of the late Rev* Andrew J. Kane. 

Caroline Maria Beers Kane was born in Williams Township, Sanga- 
mon County, Illinois, on the 20th day of February, 1827, four years prior 
to the deep snow. Her parents were Philo Beers and Martha Stillman 
Beers, the first white couple married within the present limits of Sanga- 
mon County. This county, being then a part of Madison, the marriage 
license was obtained at Edwardsville, the county seat. Caroline Maria 
Beers was the only daughter and the last surviving child of the marriage. 
She was reared in Springfield and the public school system not yet being 
established, she received her education at private schools conducted in 
this city. One of these schools was presided over by Mrs. Wallace, a 
grand-niece of Caesar Bodney, a signer of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence from Delaware. Mrs. Anderson, an accomplished instructress; 
Prof. Beaumont Parks and other well remembered teachers of our early 
days, directed her education. 

She occasionally essayed original work in rhyme and prose of modest 
pretensions. Mrs. Kane belonged to a historic family, many members 
of which were prominent and active in the early history of our country. 
Her grandfather, Zachariali Beers, was a soldier of the Bevolutionary 
war. One of her maternal uncles held a commission as surgeon in the 
United States navy, and another was government Indian agent at Ft 
Clark, afterwards Peoria, while still another (Stephen Stillman), was 
one of the first justices of the peace appointed upon the organization of 
Sangamon County. He was also the second postmaster at Springfield, 
and represented Sangamon County as State Senator in the General As- 
sembly of Illinois, which met at Vandalia, the old capital, in 1824. An 
aunt became the wife of Peter Menard, son of Pierre Menard, the first 
Lieutenant Governor of the State, while a number of relatives, bore 
distinguished parts in the Civil War. 

527 



Her father, Philo Beers, was a member of the State Legislature from 
Washington County, and about 1830, erected the first brick dwelling 
house in Springfield at the corner of Madison and Fifth Streets. 

Mrs. Kane was acquainted with many prominent men of the primitive 
Sangamon County days and delighted to talk of playing a game of 
marbles with Abraham Lincoln, in company with the children of Judge 
Logan. At the age of 14, she united with the First Christian Church of 
Springfield and was a member of that congregation at the time of her 
decease. She was allotted the honor of taking the initial step in the 
erection of the magnificent church building on the corner of Sixth and 
Cook Streets — casting the first spadeful of earth on the church site. 

Her charities were abundant and many unfortunate and afflicted have 
cause to bless her memory. She was connected with the National Society 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and Springfield Chapter 
of the same order, and the Illinois State Historical Society distinguished 
her by conferring upon her an honorary membership. 

In 1847, Caroline Beers was united in marriage to the Rev. Andrew J. 
Kane, a prominent minister of the Christian Church, or Disciples of 
Christ, and from this union seven children survive her: Judge Charles 
P. Kane, Miss Julia E. Kane, Miss Isabel Kane, and Eugene S. Kane 
of Springfield, Mrs. T. DeQuincy Tully of Brooklyn, Henry B .Kane of 
Little Rock, Ark., and Newell Kane of Palestine, Texas. 
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